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· Senator Stephens offered the following amendment : . · 
. Add to the caption, " And attach certain counties the~ei~ named for 
judicial 'purposes." 
.- Adopted. . ' . 

The bill wa.s then ordered engrossed. · 
Senator Stephens moved a. further suspension of the rules to place 

the bill on it.a third reading. . . 
Carried, by the following vote : · 
YEAS-Senators Ball, Blassinga.me Brady Burton, Carroll, Ora.in, 

Douglass, Edwards, Francis, Ford, Henry J. R'.J.. Henry F. M., Hobby, 
Ledbetter, Martin, ¥cteary, Moore, Motley, t'iner, Ripetoe, Smith, 
Stephens, Storey, Terrell, Thompson, Wortham-26. 

NAYS-None. · 
Nor VOTING-Senators Brown, Grace, Guy,McCormick,'McCulloch-5. 
Bill read third time, and passed by the following vote: 

. YEAS-Senators Ball, Blassingame, Brady, Burton, Carroll, Crain, 
Douglas~ Edwardst _Francis, Ford, Guy, Henry J . R., Henry F. M., 
Hobby, Ledbetter, Martin, 'McLea.ry, McCulloch, Moore, Motley, R:ipe
toe, Smith, Stephens, Storey, Wortham-25 . . 

. ·NAYB-None. . 
NOT Vornm--Senators Brown, Grace,. McCormick, Piner, Terrell, 

Thoiµpson-6. · · 
·on motion of Senator Blassingame, Sidney Shepherd, page, was ex-

cused for the da.y. . . 
Senator Ford, by leave, introduced a billt e.ntitledJ «An Act. to pro

vide annual ;:-~ns1ons for the surviving solaiers ana volunteers of the 
Texas Revolution and the surviving signera of th_e Declaration of Texas 
Independence, and the surviving widows of such soldiers, volunteers 
and signers." · 

Read by caption, and referred to J udiciary Committee No. 2. 
Senator Wortham, by leave, submitted the following report. , 

Hon. R. B. Hubbard, Pr"8ident of Ck ~: 
Your .Committee on Public Printing to whom was referred the com· 

munication of J. D. Elliott, tenderin~ bis ·resignation as Public Printer, 
and ~king that his contract be rescinded, have. considered the same, 
and instruct me to report the same back and recommend that the 
"resignation of J. D. Elliott, a8 Public Printer, be received and his con· 
tract rescinded." WoRTHAM, Chairman. · 

The report of committe~ adopted. · . · 
On motion of Senator FrancIB, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow 

morning, at 9 o'clock. · 

SIXTIETH DAY. 

SENATE CHAMBER, } 
AusTIN, TEXAS, June 2~, 1876. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. }'resident in ·the chair. Roll 
called. Quorum present. Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The journal of yesterday adopted. . · , · 
Senator F. M. Henry, from Judiciary Committee No. 1, submitted the 

following report: · . 
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H<rn. R. B. Huhbard, P,.e8ident of tM Senate: 
.. The undersigned member of J udiciiil-y Committ~e .No. 1, to whom 
was referred Senate Bill No. 126, "An Act to fix the time of holding tli& 
biennial sessions of the Legislature," begs leave to make this 'minority 
report, in which he sars· that he cannot agree with the majority of .said 

· 'Committee, because in hie opinion this is the regular biennial session of 
the Fifteenth Legislature, and the only. session that can be held under 
the Constitution until after the first '.l'ue11da.y after the firs~ Mond~Y. in 

· November, A. D. 1878, unless conven·ed by the Governor in . extra9~-
dinai:y session. · · .· · · F. M. HE~RY. 
· Senator Carroll, Chairman of Committee on Comptroller's and Tre~-
urer's Department, submitted the following report: · 

·Hon. R. B. Hubbard, P,.eaident of the Senate : 
· ·· -Your Committee on Comptroller's and· Treasurer's Depattmen~; to 
·whom was r.eferred Resolution No. 296, "requiring the Comptroller. and · 
''l':\'etiBurei: to report if there is on file in their respective offices any claims 

. which were omitted and ~eglected to be examined and reported on by 
the Auditor and Comptroller under the provisions of certain acts,". ap
proved March 20, 1848, and February 7, 1853, have had the same under 

. oo~ideration, and instruct me to report it back with the recommenda-
. . tfon that it do·pl\!ls. '.. · . CARROLLt Ohairma11. 
" S.enator J~ R::Heni'y1 Chairman of Committee 'on PublicCl.aims .and 

Accounts, f" l)mitted tne following report: 

Hon. R. B. Hubbard, P,.esident of the Senate: 
. Your Comn:l.ittee on Public Claims and Account.a, to wh<>m waa· refer
,.red Joint Resqlution No. 301.z. "ProViding for ' the ·auditin·g of certain 
.~b¥ros for .~ott\)~ ag~t the.i::;tat.e," ~ye had the. same linder ·c?nsider
. ation; and ·re~ommend that it do nqt· pass-.. . · .J,. R. HE~Y,. .Chairman .. 
"· ': Sen:ator Stjlith; from Judiciary Committe·e No. •2, submitted the fol-
·10wirig report;· , 1 

• .. • .. • 

H~. R. B. Hubbard, P,.eaident of the Serµi,te ,;.. · · · · " · · .. · : · · 
•• •. • • • • ·• ... • .. • . ••. • . , . ·-:" l ··- . 

· ~'; Yoµr J udi~iary Co~~~~e ·N.o_. · ~,· to_ jvhotj'i · wllS . refei:i~d · ~enate Bill 
}~:~:-29~, .~ntitl~; J.~~~:,Act ~ .P.r~yi4e ·for_:~h~ ~e~ection. ~n.~ con'1.c,tfo~· of 
.'aµ fo~g~UJ: o,P~?.- ~tles/>: ~a~e had· -the. -~~me q.nder ·c6nSige~~t19n,·: a.pd 
:My.e. ~l1~~u9~~ .P.}e· to .report-the·same·baek ~ ~he ~ell:i.te; .. aird. re·com
mend·tts·pa:ssage; with the following ani~iidment ;: .. : J.-,-;: :::i·:: ·'.". ::~ J:'i!.~ 

In Section 5, line 10, strik.e:PJlt.all_ .. o£the, ~ection afterthe·w0rd, "of," 
;~q.µi.sert;·in.1.ieu tp.();i;eQf.1 J~~ follq}Vipg :: ''i$-~yj.S-~' . unty;m·~t11ts·~s£ate, :o .an:.·. tpe .. oo '" Y '. wl:l..ere)I:fe· offense"·Wa8 ·co'minit d',·: or :,m: tlie"<:ounty 
1lneJ-e'.;\Qe'.1:;;~:fieka.Mur..:.Whlcli :·the'.:o'ffense5'in ·is'act' :-were~ emmit'~q,;- : 1., f ~' ~: .... c;·: .. · l •,,i: -1 : .• ~.:~ - -~" .r:·:· ·: :. " Slirlm for hmfmitteei 
""S;~~~~ 'Pili?~; Chairman of Judidary co·ci·niitteeNoi~2;-Submitt~dthe 
following report.a: "'·''·; .. : : -' : '::· ; .. '. ::: ". '. .. :.: · \:i .8.. .~-:. ... ·~~ 

·:Jxcni; •R :.::B.<B1'11bar<1JiPTesi&nt:-o.f::tho-Benare:-. ... :·_: · ·::.:-..::.:: \. ;, .. -~ · 

~!~i;.!~~r:J,~;t1~~1~~:~~~~~;~&~ .~3:.~~!~1ii~80°/1~~;~~~! 
and estates of minors, persoliS of 'unsound. mmd and habitual druilk
.~d~t .. h°'ve :P.a~jthe same under c'onsideration; an.d beg leave to report · 
it back, ari~' rec~mmend that it do pass. PINER, Chairman. 
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Hon. R. B. Hubba1·d, President of the Se:nate: 
Your Judiciary Committee No. 2, to whom was referred Senate Bill 

No. 300, entitled, "An Act to fix the time of holding the District Court 
.of the Eighteenth Judicial District of the State of Texas," have had the 
same under consideration, and beg leave to report it back, and recom-
mend that it do pass. · Pr.'iER, Chairman. · 
Hon. R. B. Hubbard, . President of the Senate: 

Your Judiciary Committee No. 2, to whom was referred .Senate Bill 
No. 237, entitled, "An Act to regulate proceedings in the County Co\ll"t 
relating to guardians and. wards," have had the same .under considera· 
tion, and beg leave to report it back, and recommend that it do not pass. 

· · PiN°ER, Chairman. 
Hon. R. B. Huhbard., President of the Senate: 

Your Judiciary Committee No. 2, to whom was. referred Senate Bill 
No. 298, entitled, "An Act to provide for the change of v.enue by the 
State in criminal cases," have had the same under consideratio;n, and 
instruct me t.o report the same back to the Senate and xecommend it.a 
pas~age. PrNE.R, Ohairynan. 
Hon. R. B. Hubbard, President of the Senate: 

Your Judiciary Committee No. 2, to whom was referred Senate Bill 
No. 253, entitled: "An Act to repeo.l Section 7 of 'An Act to provide 
for the mode of trying titles to lands,'" have had the same under con
sideratiou, and beg leave to report it back, and recommend that it do 
not pass. PINER·, Ohai"rman. · 
Hrm. R. B. Hubbard, President of the Senate: 

Your Judiciary Committee No. 2, to whom was referred Senate Bill 
No. '1:70, entitl~t "An Act to a.mend Section 136 of' An Act to ·regµlate 
proceedings in tlle .()istrict Courts,' approved May 13, 1846," have had 
the same under consideration, and beg leave to report it back, a.nd 
recommend that it do not pass. PINER, Chairman. 
Hon. R. B. Hubbard, Preeident of the &nate: 

Your Judiciary Qommittee No. 2, to whom was referred Senate Bill 
No. 194, entitled, "An Act to protect women from slander .and libel" 
have had the same under consideration, a.nd beg leave to report it baclc 
and recommend that it do pass. PINER, 01),airman. · ... 
Hon. R. B. Hubbard, President of the Senate: . .,, 

Your Judiciary Committee No. 2, to whom was referred Senate Bill 
No. 181, entitled, "An Act conc~rnin~ depositions taken out of the _6tatet'. 
have hacj. the same under consideration, and beg leave to report it bacK 
and recommend that it do not pass. · PINER, Chairman. 
Hon. R. B. Hubbard, Pre8ident of the Senate: . 

..· 

Your Judiciary Committee No. 2, to whom was referred Senate Bill . 
No. 52, entitled, "An Act to repeal Section 27 of an act amendatory of 
anactsuppl~mental of 'An Act authorizing the sale of University lands,"' 
approved April 8t 1874, have had the same under consideration, a.nd beg . : 
leave to report it oack and recommend that it do pass. · · . 

PrNER, Chairman. · · 
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. pon. R. 1!· Hwbard, President of t'M Senate·: 
. Your.Judiciary Committee No. 2, to whom ,..;as referred .Senate Bill 
No. 294, to be entitled, "An Act to repeal 'An Act to provide for the reg
istration of births,"' have had the sruue under consideration, and respct-

1 ·,fully recommend that it do pass. PINER, Ohairman. 

"Hon. R. B. Hwbard, President of the Senate : 
Your Judiciary Committee No. 2, to whom was referred Senate Bill 

No. 305, to be entitled, "An Act to provide annual pensions for the sur
.:riving soldiers and volunteers of the Texas Revolution and the surviv
, ing signers of the Declara.tion of Texas Independence," have had the 
. same under consideration, and respectfully recommend that it do pass. 

· · PCTER, Ghaii-man. 
, Senator Storey, from Judiciary Committee No. l , submitted the fol
'. lowing minority report: 
:-Hon. R . B. Hwbard, President of the Senate: 
: I cannot agree with the report of the majority of Judiciary Commit
tee No. 1, who recommended the passage of Senate Bill No. 126, "An 
Act to fix the time of holding the bi-ennial sessions of the Legisl:iture 
. the State of Texas," for the following rensons : 

First-I believe this to be the only regular session contemplated ·by 
the Constitution for the Fifteep.th Legislature, and any other session 
_rµust be either an extraordinary session, convened by the Governor, or 
an adjourn:rrit. 1t of this session to a future day, and when so adjourned, 
it of course would be a part of this, the regula.r session, and not a new 
·a_nd distinct session of tliis Legislature, and if this and the adjourned 
session together, hold for more than ninety days, our per diem could 
·be but two· dollars per day for all over ninety days. 
1 It will not be denied by any one that one of the principal, if not 
'prime reason for calling the late Constitutional. Convention, was to se
;cure an economical ~overnment~ and one of the greatest evils complained 
~of was frequent sessions of the J..egislature, and so prominent was this 
. idea in the minds of the members of the Convention, we find that early 
in the session, as shown by the journals of the Convention, a. propo
sition was submitted by Mr. Martin of Hunt, now an honored Sena.tor 

:·on this floor, in these words, viz. : " That after the adoption of this Con
stitution, the two first sessions of the Legtslature shall be bi-ennial, the 
:&rat session limited to ninety days, and the second to sixty days; and 
thereafter, the Legislature shall meet in regular session once only in 
every four yea.~ except when the Legislature shall be convened in extra. 
session by the uovernor, which extra session shall be limited to thirty 
days ; and when so called, the Legislature shall a.ct upon no measure or 
:measures except such as may be recommended by the Governor." 
; A few da.ys afterward.Mr. Gennan presented the following: 
. . "The members of the House of Representatives shall be chosen by 
' the qualified electors, and their terms of office shall be two years from 
,,the date of the general election, and the regular sessions of the Legisla
:.ture shall be once only in every two years, and of no more than sixty 
'·days duration." · 
1

• Both of these and several other similar resolutions were referred to 
;the-Committee on the Legislati vefDepartments, 'and?in the'course of time 
·the committee reported the following: - · 
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. "The Legislature shall meet every two years a.t such times as may be· 
prescribed by law, and at other times-when convened by the Governor .. 
The· first session under this Constitution shall convene on the - · 
day of-· - .-,.1876." . . 

·This was a.mended by striking out all after the word Governor, .and 
Section 5, Article 3, of the Constitution . was formed. :Again, at a later 
day in the session, Judge Ferris, an eminent lawyer and able member 
of the Convention, submitted the following : -
: "SEC. -. No money sh.all be drawn from the Treasury but in pur-· 

suance of speci.fic appropriation made by law, nor shall any appropria-· 
.ton of ·money be for a longer time than two yea.rs.!' .. 

Several days afterwards, Mr. Brown of Dallas offered the following; 
amendment : . 

Add to Section 6 : "Except by the First Legislature to assemble· 
under this Constitution, which may make the necessary appropriation 
to ca:r:ry on the government until the assembling of the Sixteenth Leg-
islature." . 

This amendment was adopted, and thus Section 6, Article 8, of the 
Constitution was formed. · . 

I submit that these extracts are sufficient to show that .the Conven
.tion recognized the . demands of the poople to do away with frequent 
sessions 'of the Legislature, and in ord'er that no harm should result 
from a longer vacation than two years, the Fi~eenth Legislature is per
mitted ·"'- make an appropriation to carry on the government until the· 
session of the Six~entb Legislature, "\\'hich.cannot assemble, as we all 
agree, until after·November, 1878, or two and a.half [ears. . 

Again, I refer the Senate to Section 24, Article 3, o the Constitutionr 
which, in substanc.e, provide~ that at the first session of.the Legislature 
held uD<;ler this Constitµ~ion, the m~mbers may receive 'five · dollars per 
day for ninety'.d!\Y$, and two dollars per day for the remainder of the· 
session, and' for ~l a11bsequent sessions ef five dolls.ts per day fot'sixty· 

·days,. and two dollars p.er day for the: r,emainder of the ses8ion. · . · 
. ··: But·it is contenP,e<;l by_ th9s~. w}?.o favor · the views · of the majority of 
· $e com.mitte.e1 .tha~ this is. an e#raor~#.ia~Y.. sessfo~ 'of· tlie· Legislatu.re, 
. and that ,at this .11.e!'lsion: w~ Jll.UBt pro'Vide fo'r tlfo nieefrlng .of th~ t.egula.r 

."l:>i~nnial :session .':Qf ,t'~e. 1NJ.te.ep.~ Legislii.tiire; .. and ·.:iliat'."tlie"bien~ja.l. 
· ~ssion~.orihe-.Sixte~q~ L.~gislat~re _m ~~ :-pa .e~3.~tlf .t\V'o .:yea.rs'· from . 

... tha,t .. d,a~no. niot.e .nP;r np le~a .. · If -this is true, wheil "we·on.ce·fix ·the 
:~e:for . the. ~i~nl;lial- ~~s~~qns o(~.~ .L~~a~~.~e, · it:~~~~vej.b~:cb~!lged 

. - b~-cept:'.by:.an·:si.tnenrun~n~ tq tP,e .99n,s~tl.!?<>P· ' .,Such .a .. thmg· .:w'l\s:.cer-

: :w.1~~x1J~~·;~~~f.t~!~?~~1t:.:t~i:1;~;i~\1~t~ .. -~t:~~'. ~i~~~;j~~-
islation:'.at-.this :s.e...QSioti;qf. .tll..~ · :~~~J~tuie; .. thlS:eitr~me; ·strict corlsttnc
tion of th,e "inairurµept .wil:l . .i:eqliil:e ·-~- ~q ·go· tlir.o.Ugh · ~~e footffi]:l:, ex
pensive ... and . sbamef~~ fop:n,.aj.ity ;pf;~.s~~'b1ing ' ·P,.:et~,)ie~.t"AiirH; ·witb 
nething to, do ·:bttt-tl:>. dra.~~our-~il~g_~,·~~d ... ~~s.ins"ul~~e'.gb'Qd .i;ense 

. of our d:m.stituents, retu~ }}o_m~1 .. an~ ~o~g~~~a~~~~·~~};v~~-~~a.~, !';~} 
· - . ·~11I11rcb~d· upt11eblll · · 

And then marched down agaln;/' 
. I a.in clearly oftbe opinioi:; _tb~~ t.~e O!~i;i~nce of.the'._C,o):i..ven~ion; un-

. der which we assembled here, must be ~onstruep · to·pr.e~, .sirto·spe!).k, 
to our terms the time from the date of our electioh', on tne fifteenth day . 
of February last, to the first Monday in November, 1876. So the Fif- . 
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!teen~h Legislature was, like all county officials, in fact elected for nearly 
!three· years instead of two yenrs, and we are not on duty" before our 
1t.erms begin, as some seem to think; and because we were elected for a 
il<Snger period than two years, and been.use it was contemplated by 'the 
!£-0nvention that we might hr.ve no other session until the Sixteenth 
'i;egislature assembled, we are permitted to clr:i.w foll pa.y for ninety 
;(lays, .to enable us to get through with all necessary legislation', i:incl to 
li;nnke n.n npprop1fation for a longer pe1·iod th::tn twl) yenrs. 
;.1,I might' rest my case here Tiith perfect safety; but for fea1· some mn.y 
'.~hink we are without a precedent to sustain the position taken, I beg to 
~e01iud Senn.tors that this i:i no new question in Texas: The Constitu
tion of 1845 prorided in Section 5, Article 3, "that the sessions of the 

,~gislature shall he biennial, at such times ns shall be prescribed by 
ilii.w." This very language was re-enacted in Section 4, Article 3, of the 
.t;:onstitution of 1866 ; wl1ikthe present Constitution retains the same 
lidea in Section 5, Article 3, in this langunge : «The Legislature shnll 
~.meet every two ye:irs, at such times as may be provided by law, n.ud 
at other times, wheu convened by the Governor; ." and as the last Con
ventiol). borrowed that clans~ from the Constitution of 1866; so they bor
:~owed the· follo~ing ordinance from tJ.e Convention of 1866: . .. . 

ORDINANCE NO. 3 . 
. "SEc. 2. Be it further ordained, That the officers elected under this 

r.ordin3;nCe . hall hold th~ir re~ective offices from tbe date of their in
;BtaJlation to the first Monday in. August, 1860, and thereafter, for the 
;£ull term prescribed by law, ns if elected on said first Monday. * * 
!:-.. "SEC. 3. Be it farther (frdained Tha.t the Legislature of the State of 
•Texas, shall meet at the seat of the government thereof, and begin their 
~,ession on the first Monday in August, A. D. 1866," and thus .time was 
prefixed to the terms of the officers elected under the Constitution of 
~866. Aud when that Legislature as5embled, Mr. Smith of H;mis,.. a 

.tneinber of the Judiciary Committee, submitted the following resolu-
>:tion: · · . 
::~. "WII~R:EAs, It is by lnw (0. & W. Dig., Art. 1317), that the Legisln
,t\lre of the Sta.te Qf Texas shall meet at tbe seat of governme~t, and 
tbegin their next biennial session on the first Mondn.y in November 
i849; and bieunfo.lly thereafter, on the same clay, until otherwise pro

'.Vided by ln.w; and 
~. "WHEREAS, By the la.w now in force above recited, the next regubr 
~ienninl session of the Legisla.ture will commence on the first Moncl:iy 

.~n ~ovember, A. D. 1867; therefore be it . . 
~ i · "Resolvecl, That the Committee on Judiciary be, and they are instructed, 
~ filnquire whethe1· any n.ction of the J,e~ishi.ture is needed to establish 
:Or alter the time for holding the regular biennial sessions of the Legis-
·~a.ture, and to report by bill or otherwise." · 
i .. Upon which tne committee reported as follows, viz: . 
:: * '~ * "The regular biennial sessions o_f the Legislature, as at 
:present established by Jaw, are required to begm on the first Monday of 
¥November, a.nd biennially thereafter, until otherwise provided by law; 
~onsequently the regular session now in ·force wonld ta.ke place, unless 
;~tberwise provided by law, in 1867, 1869, 1871, and so on. The term of 
~ffice of the Governor, as prescribed in the Constitution of the State now 
m force, will expire in 1370, in lSH, ancl so on. The convenience, a.nd 
: 26 s 
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indeed, necessity, of providing that the gubernatorial term should com
mence and expire in connection with the sessions of the Le~slature, are 
obvious. As the gubernatorial terms are fixed in the Qonstitution, and 
cannot be altered by law, it only remains to make tlie legislative ses
sions harmonize with the gubernatorial term. Your committee, there
·fore report the following bill and recommend its passage.'' 

This bill became the law, and is found on page 111 of the laws of 
1866. Under this law, a.nd the ordinance quoted, the members of the 
Legislature of 1866 held their offices from June, 1866, until August, 
.1868, and the next session of the Legislature did not convene until .Oc
tober, 1868, two years and two months after the Legislature of 1866 
convened. · 

I submit, then, that both reason and precedent sustains our position 
that this is the only regular session the Fifteenth Legislature can ever 
have. And this view of the case leaves us with the. plain duty of fixing 
the time for the regular biennial sessions of the future Legislatures. 
Oqrs was fixed by the Constitution and ordinances of the Constitutional· 
Convention. Respectfully'i . . 

. . L .. STOREY. 
I concur in so much of the foregoing report as opposes the passage 

of the bill fixing the :time of holding the ·biennial session of Legisla
ture in January, 1877, and concur in the opinion that the time should 
be fi:&. .. d. nt some date after November, l878. Enwrn HOBBY. 

Senator Carroll offered the following resolution: 
Re.solved, ·That Judiciary Committee No. 1 be instructed t~ inquire 

whether the term ninety days, M used in Article 3, Section 24, of the 
Constitution, means to includ~ Sundays and other holidays, or whether· 
it means ninety days of actual session." . . 

Adopted. 
Senator Brady introduced a bill, entitled, "An Act to protect the 

navigation of the navigable bayous and rivers of the State.' 
Read by caption and refen-ed to Judiciary Committee No. 1, 
A message.was received from the House announcing the passage by 

that body of Senate Bill No. 140, "An Act to provide for filling vacnn: 
cies in the office of District Clerk and Constables; " also, that the·. 
House refused to recede from its amendments to· substitute to Senate 
Bills Nos. 73, 74 and 86, ".An Act to def.ne the duUes of County Attor-. 
neys, and reguhte the performance of the same," and has appointed 
Messrs. Rainey, Chesley, ii.nd Kinnison a Committee of Conference on' 
the part of the House and asked a. like committee on the part of the .. 
Senate; and that the House concurred in the following Senate amend· 
ments to House Bill No. 64!, "An Act to organize Commissioners.'. 
Courts, and define their jurisdiction and duties : " Amendments to Sec-i 
tions 6l 8, 12, 17 and 21, and additional sections reported by the Senate;· 
and remsed to concur in the Senate amendments to Sections 5, 10, 11, 
13, 15, 18 and 20. . · :;. 

The House has appointed Representatives Jones of McLennan, Alli-;. 
son and Rust a Committee of Conference on the part of the House on".th;et 
disagreement between the two Houses on Sen.ate amendments to subst1-; 
tute for House Bills Nos. 121 and 122, "An Act to amend Section 41 nnd1 · 
repeal Section 42 of 'An Act to establish a. criminal code for the State . 
of Texas,' " etc. 

The President, after publicly reading_ its caption, signed Senate Bill~ 
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No. 140, "An Act to ~rovide for filling vacnncics in the office of District 
Clerk nnd Constable,' which had duly pa scd both Houses. 

Senator Stephens, Chairman Committee on EngroS eel Bills, subruit
ted the follomng report : 
Hon. R. B. H ubbard, p,.esid nt of the &nnte: 

Your Committee on Engrossed BiJ!s h:we ca refully rend, examined 
and compared the following Senate billH :.111<.l find them correctly en-
grossed: • 

Senntc Bill No. 114-".An Act to authori ze District Judges to remo\·<' 
county officials.' 

Senate Bill No. 115-"An Act t.o amentl Section 2 of an act entitled, 
'An Act prescribing the mode of scr\'ice in certain ca_c. ,' npproYccl 
March 15, 1875." 

Senate Bill No. 113-"An Act to nuthori ic the Commi sioner of the 
General Land Office to bnve the general imlcxcs in aicl ofli ce tran-
scribed." Sn:rnExs, Chairman. 

The unfinished busines , being 'cnatc Bill No. 210, "An Act to estab
lish and provide for the support and maintenance of an efficient system 
of public free schools," was taken np. 

Senate went into Committee of the Whole on consideration of the 
bill. 

Sena.tor Hobby called to the chair. 
Senator Hobby, Chairman of the Committee of the Whole, reported 

that the Committee had hnd under consitlcrntion, for some time, Senate · 
Bill No. 216, " The school bill ," and had made considerable pro•rress in 
the consideration of the same; and asked that they be perm1ttc~ to sit 

~~a.tor Crnir. introduced a bill, entitled, "An Act regulating the ,·enue 
in certain criminal cases." 

Read by caption and referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2. 
Senator Grace, Chairman of Committee on Enrolled Dills, submitted 

the following report : 
H<111.. R. B. Hubbard, Preaident of the Senate: 

Your Committee on Enrolled Bill have careful1y examined, compared 
and found correctly enrolled Senate Bill No. 140, entitled, "An Act to 
provide for filling vacancies in the office of District Clerk and Constable.'' 
The same has been properly sipncd nndJ.resentcd to the Governor this 
day at 11:40 o'clock A. M. for his approv . GRACE, Chairman. 

Senator Stephens, Chairman of Committee on Engrossed Bills, sub
mitted the following report : 

Hon.. R. B. Hubbat"Cl, President of ti~ $cnate : 
Your Engrossing Committee, to whom were referred Senate Bills Nos. 

263 and 64, _':An Act to prescribe the time of holding the District Court 
in the Twemn Judicial District," and" An Act to validate certificates of 
acknowledgment of married women to deeds of conveynnce, letters of 
attorney and other written instruments," have carefully examined and 
compared the same, and find them correctly engrossed. 

STEPHENS! Chairman. 
Senator Crain moved that the Senate adjourn until thl8 evening, at 

3:30 o'clock. 
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Senator Ford moved to amend by inserting, " 9 o'clock to-morrow 
morning." 

Carried. 
·The Senate adjourned until 9 o'clock A. :>\I., to-morrow. 

SIXTY-FIRST DAY. 

SENATE CHAMBER, }. 
At:sTrn, TEXAS, June 28, 1876. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. Roll called. Quorum present. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. · . 

On motion of Senator Ledbetter, the reading of the journal pf yes
terday was dispensed with, and the same adopted: 

Senator Grace asked that the journals show that his absence of last 
Monpay was because of official duties at the Lunatic Asyldm. So or-
dered. · • 

Senator Hobby, Chairman of Judiciary Committee No. 1, submitted 
the following reports: . . 
Hon. R. B .. HulJbard, President of the Senate: 

Your Judiciary Committee No. 1, to whom was referred the r.etitiori 
?f James W. Henderson,.re9.ues!lng a? act of the Legislature, 'allow.
mg the Comptroller to audit· his claim as one of the veterans, upon 
prod-. ction of one witness, etc.," have considered the same, and instruct 
me to report it back to the Senate, and recommend that the prayer can 
not be granted, as such an act would be a special law, and the rights of 
the petitioner to a pension can be fully determined by the Comptroller 
under the a.ct granting pensions to the surviving veterans of the Revo-
lution which separated Texas from Mexico. HoBBY, Chairman. 
Hon. R. B. Hubbard, Presi.dent of the Senate : 

Your Judiciary Committee No. 1, to whom was referred Senate Bill 
No. 83, "An Act to regulate the keepin~ and bearing of arms," and Sen
ate Bill No. 51, "An Act to repeal Section 4 of an act entitled, .'An Ac~ 
tO regulate the keeping and bearing of deadly weapons,'" approved April 
12, 1871, ho.ve instructed me to report the bills back to the Senate", and 
recommend that Senate Bill No. 83 do not pass, :md that Senate Bill° 
No. 51 do pass. HOBBY, Ohainnan. 
Hon. R. B. Hiwba;rd, President of tlie Seri.ate: · 

Your Judiciary Committee No. 1, to whom was referred House Bill · 
No. 137, "An act to amend 'An Act to amend Article 11, of an act 
entitled, "An Act concerning divorce, and :.i.limony1"

1 approved January· 
6, 1841, approved May 27, 1873, have considered the same, :;ind recom-
mend its passage as amended : · 

In line 14 of the bill amend by adding after the word, "State," the 
following : "And in the county in which he or she resides at the time 
of the filino- .of the petition." · 

In line 1i, after the word, " suit," insert, " and that may be insti· 
tuted in the county in which either the plaintiff or defendant i-esides.11

· 

HOBBY, Chairman. 
Hon. R. B. Hubbard, President of the Senate: . 

Yonr Judiciary Committ ee No. 1, to whom was referred Senate Bill: 


